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Shrimp Plant

Botanical namea:
Justicia brandegeana

Flaral features:
Inflorescences that look like

shrimps ara made up of dark

rad or rusty brown bracts.
Trus flowsrs are pink
in colour,

P! that balong to the Acanthaceas family are popular omamental shubs,
ﬂ ﬂtd They are valued for their showy inflorescences comprising long-
lasting bracts that come in an array of striking colours. The true flowers that emarge
from overapping bracts are often tubular in shapa but short-lived.

In this article, four plants from the Acanthaceae family, namely, the shrimp plant, lobster
claw, golden plume and lollipop plant, are featured. You can pay a wisit to the Homea
Sarden and Eoidan Garden in HoMmFan 1o 1ake a 00k al These plants and ieam now
they can be incorporated into a landscape. HortPark is the Gardening Hub of Singapore
sat up by the Mational Parks Board (MParks) which is located at 33, Hyderabad Road,

off Alexandra Road.
Cultivation

This selection of plants from the Acanthaceas family consists of sun-loving shrubs that
are bast planted in an open anea whera they can recaive direct sunshine. They thrive
in wall draining, moiture-retentive and ferile soil and banefit from regular applications
of a slow-releass granular fertilizer. Plants will become leggy with time and need to ba
pruned back periodically to encourage bushy and compact growth.

Lobster Claw

Baotanical nams:

Ruellia colorata

Floral faatures:

Showy and largs
inflorescances with bnlliant
crange-red bracts that ook
like the claws of a cookad
lobeter. Trua flowears ars
gimilar in colur with

the bracts.

Golden Plume

Botanical nama:

Schaueria flavicoma

Haral faaturss:
Curious-looking
inflarescences with goldan
thraad-like bracts that look
likes porm-porme. True flowsars
ara pale yallow in colour

Lollipop Plant

Botanical nams:

Pachystachys lutea

Floral fasturss:
Pyramidal-zhapad
inflorsacences consisting
af bright yallow bracts.
Truse flowars are white

in colour.
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